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PARKS FOR PEOPLE CARAVAN AND CAMPING INITIATIVE — 
NATIONAL PARK VISITOR FACILITIES 

Statement by Minister for Environment 
MR A.P. JACOB (Ocean Reef — Minister for Environment) [9.05 am]: I am pleased to advise the house that 
as part of the 2015–16 state budget, our national parks and reserves will get a further $6.25 million for more low-
cost, high-quality camping and caravan accommodation and visitor facilities. This investment is part of the 
Liberal–National government’s $21.05 million Parks for People Caravan and Camping initiative being delivered 
by Department of Parks and Wildlife over four years from 2013–14 to 2016–17. In addition, $1.2 million has 
been provided to complete significant upgrades at the Gap and Natural Bridge in Torndirrup National Park near 
Albany. At completion, the $5.75 million project at Torndirrup will include new lookouts at the Gap and 
Natural Bridge, paths connecting the car park to the new lookouts, a gathering area with interpretative signage 
and a small picnic area. This already popular tourist attraction will become a world-class facility with even 
closer views of the spectacular and dramatic coastline, while incorporating key safety features. Other 
campground works to be delivered in the 2015–16 budget include $1.15 million for Lucky Bay in Cape Le 
Grand National Park, $1 million for Boranup forest in Leeuwin–Naturaliste National Park, $1 million for Potters 
Gorge in Wellington National Park and $750 000 for Big Lagoon in Francois Peron National Park. Campgrounds 
will also be upgraded in Millstream Chichester and Shannon National Parks. Visitor facilities will be improved 
at Baden Powell day-use area in Lane Poole Reserve and upgrades to mountain bike trails will be undertaken in 
other parks in the south west. 

The government is delivering on its 2013 election commitment to improve visitor experiences and create more 
affordable camping, and we are ensuring that locals and visitors can enjoy our natural areas for many generations 
to come. In 2013–14, there were more than 16 million visits to our conservation-managed lands, with an 
89 per cent visitor satisfaction rating. It is important that we continue to invest in these areas. I look forward to 
updating the house on progress of these initiatives throughout the year. 
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